There has been an alert issued to equine veterinarians in Florida concerning an increase in the incidence of Eastern Equine Encephalomyelitis(EEE). These cases have occurred in the central and the western coast of our state and it appears the east coast could also see an increase in cases of EEE. It has been my experience that these cases are 100% fatal. Since we have experienced an unusually wet summer, mosquito numbers are expected to rise, and therefore increase the horses’ risk to EEE. My usual recommendation is to vaccinate all horses against EEE, WEE and West Nile Virus, every 6 months. Given this warning however I would now recommend for this year to booster at 5 months. So, for example, if you were normally due in October, I would recommend we schedule your horse for September. It is my recommendation that if possible, all horses would be vaccinated for EEE,WEE, and West Nile, in the months of either September or October.

